
Dear Parents 
 
Welcome to Owl Class! 
 
Your child is beginning their penultimate or final year in primary school.  It’s an 
exciting time with opportunities for them to develop their independence and 
consider the big change to secondary school that’s on the horizon.   
 
Below is an outline of some of the work we’ll be covering during the term and a 
few important notices about class routines and upcoming events. 
 
Staff working with Owl this year 
We are very lucky to have Mrs Stock working with us as the class teaching 
assistant.  Mrs Stock will be taking the class on Monday and Friday afternoons to 
cover my PPA and management time.  She’ll be teaching PE, French and Music.   
 
English 
This half term, we will focus on reports.  Writing is an area of the curriculum most 
likely to have suffered during the lockdown, so we’ll be dedicating a lot of time 
in the classroom to spelling, handwriting, punctuation and writing stamina to 
help children reach the expectations for Years 5 and 6.  Any opportunities to 
write at home (e.g. letters, emails, postcards, diaries) will help your child make 
progress in this crucial aspect of the curriculum.  A list of the 102 words the 
Department for Education expects Year 5 and Year 6 pupils to be able to spell is 
listed at the back of the planner (p. 216) –it’s quite a challenging list!  You’ll also 
find an example of the school’s handwriting expectations (p. 212).  Year 6 
children need to be able to “maintain legibility in joined handwriting” to achieve 
the expected standard in writing by the end of the year. 
  
Reading Scheme 
Reading with confidence and fluency is a vital skill that has a very positive impact 
on all aspects of your child’s learning.  Reading at home is a requirement of our 
school’s homework policy with children in Years 5 and 6 being expected to read 
for at least 15 minutes a day.   
 
Owl class’ Read Around scheme, which aims to encourage reading at home, has 
begun.  The challenge for children is to make their way through the ancient city 
of Rome.  They do this by reading pages in their reading book: for every five pages 



they read, they move on a stage on the map in the classroom.  In their planners, 
children record their progress and calculate how far they can travel.  Children 
receive stickers every time they complete the journey.  Please sign the planner 
every day to show your child has read.   
 
Maths 
This half term, the maths topics include place value and calculation with addition 
and subtraction.  The methods we use in school may differ from the ones you’re 
familiar with; you can see demonstrations of our methods on the St Philip’s 
website (in the parents’ section), but it’s also beneficial to share your methods 
with your child and discuss and compare them to those used at school.   
 
Year 5 and 6 children should be confident and speedy in their recall of times table 
and division facts up to 12 x 12 (it’s a government requirement by the end of year 
4) but it might be a good idea to quiz your child at home from time to time to 
make sure they haven’t become rusty.  There are pages in the planner to help 
(pp. 229- 230).  Telling the time (see p. 226) is another good one to practise at 
home –it’s such a vital skill and essential for secondary school. 
 
Doodle Maths 
Doodle Maths proved a really helpful tool for many children during the 
lockdown.  Your child should continue to use it for about ten minutes a day at 
home.  If you are experiencing problems with the programme, there are contact 
details on the homepage –they are usually pretty quick to respond and fix the 
problem. 
 
Topic 
Our science topic this term is about materials.  We’ll be investigating various 
aspects of the subject including evaporation and dissolving, separating mixtures 
and reversible and irreversible changes.  Our history topic is the Romans.   This 
will include looking at Roman architecture and language as well as the invasion 
of Britain and Queen Boudicca’s rebellion.  Any extra support at home is always 
beneficial.   
 
 
Homework 
Year 5 and 6 pupils receive homework in accordance with our school policy 
(available on the school website).  We often hear parents of new Year 7 children 



describe the shock of how much homework their children receive at secondary 
school.  This year might be a good time for your child to work on improving their 
time management and organisational skills –can they complete their homework 
to a good standard and on time without being reminded?   
 
A task is handed out on Fridays –it’s described in the planner– and needs to be 
returned by Wednesday.  It’s usually based on English or Maths work.  
Sometimes there’s an optional homework too.  It is a pupil’s responsibility to ask 
for the homework details if they were absent on Friday. 
  
A list of spelling words is issued on Friday.  These need to be practised at home 
during the week and sentences written in the planner.  A spelling test is carried 
out every Friday based on the words.  Please check your child’s sentences to 
encourage them to write neatly and double-check their spellings. 
 
There is also a grammar or punctuation test based on a particular area (e.g. using 
commas).  Information about the test is written in the planner.    
 
Similarly, a maths test is given each Friday.  Details can also be found in the 
planner.   
 
If it’s been a chaotic week at home, or your child is confused about the 
homework, they can come to Homework Club which takes place every Tuesday 
lunchtime.  Here they can complete their homework or ask any questions about 
it. 
 
Dates 
The Key Stage 2 SATs have been scheduled for the week beginning May 9th.  There 
will be more information about them in the Spring term. 
 
Parent-teacher meetings have been scheduled for January. 
 
The Year 6 residential trip to Kilve Court has been provisionally booked for the 
week beginning 6th of June.  We will send you further information later in the 
term. 
 
 
 



Secondary School 
Information about how to apply for a secondary school place is available on the 
Bath and North East Somerset website –there’ a booklet to download.  Online 
applications are already open; they close on 31st October. 
 
Class Blog 
 
We hope to have the Owl Class blog up and running soon.  This will be a great 
way to find out about things that have been going in in the classroom.   
 


